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October 2016 

 
Dear NYU Berlin Students, 

 
We are thrilled that you have picked Europe's most 
exciting capital for your studies. Berlin is a nexus of 
youth culture and the international arts scene and a 
vanguard of sustainable energy, technical development 
and global politics and economics.  A bridge between 
Eastern and Western Europe, the city has seen 
amazing transformations in the space of just a century, 
witnessing Imperial Germany, the Weimar Republic, the 
roaring 1920s, and Hitler’s Nazi regime; Berlin has been 
the divided front-line city of the Cold War and the 
hotspot of alternative culture and nightlife, and Berliners 
marked the joyful end of the Cold War when, one night 
in November 1989, they climbed over the infamous 
Berlin Wall. Germany has emerged from reunification 
as Europe's power broker and a leader in the arts, 
environmental policies, and human rights. The country 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NYUB staff and visiting GRI fellow, Daniel 
Walkowitz, Professor of SCA and of 
History,NYU, NY

has currently opened its doors to hundreds of thousands of refugees and is 
welcoming with some apprehension the anticipated societal change. 

 
Inspired by the dynamic energy of its host city, NYU Berlin has been successfully 
expanding. The opening of a new Academic and Research Center in Fall 2010 
marks a key point in the development of the site. Our program integrates the best 
aspects of the NYU experience, as a university “in and of the world,” while promoting 
an intercultural experience in Berlin and an immersion into German and European 
culture. NYU Berlin encourages faculty, staff and students to aspire to the highest 
standards of academic excellence, engage in a constructive dialogue with the 
German community at large, and foster social relationships across difference. 

 
Our courses are an eclectic mix of European and German studies, history, politics, 
sociology, metropolitan and environmental studies, and arts. All are inspired by the 
vibrant city of Berlin and its turbulent past, and we hope that you will be inspired too. 
History courses examine the country's experiments with authoritarianism–the 
experiences of mass murder, war and division–but also Germany’s emergence as a 
democratic leader. Students are invited to reflect on questions of citizenship and 
diversity, Germany's 'special' responsibility as a leader in Europe, the role of the 
Holocaust in State governance, Berlin’s status and development as an industrial and 
cosmopolitan metropolis, and new avenues for German identity as the country 
becomes more culturally diverse. 

 
NYU Berlin’s art students are offered the opportunity to experience the local art 
scene through internships, gallery openings, and visits to studios. Classes are



experimental and interdisciplinary, featuring performances, installations, and 
spontaneous visits from influential artists. Students can also enroll in art history 
courses that use the city as a classroom, exploring Berlin's many museums and rich 
architectural history.  Courses are small and intimate, led by professors from Berlin’s 
renowned universities and institutions. A small number of courses take place in local 
Universities or other institutions. 

 
This fall 2016, we launched a new program in Recorded Music. As Jason King, 
Director of Global Studies and Associate Professor at the Clive Davis Institute writes, 

 
This program is the first of its kind in the world -- a series of courses and 
workshops in business, technology, emergent media, journalism/history, 
production and performance where we encourage students to consider and 
push forward conversations about the future of music and the music industry. 
It's an amazing and unique opportunity to conduct these conversations in a 
city as richly vibrant, culturally thriving and historically meaningful as Berlin. 

 
The content courses are complemented by German language classes for all levels 
which make use of innovative and fun teaching methods. 

 
NYU Berlin also organizes a wide selection of extracurricular activities, including 
educational trips for all students to places of interest in Berlin and other German 
cities, as well as interdisciplinary lectures that offer a global perspective on themes 
as diverse as the use of hip hop in social work or opportunities for migrants in 
German society and the labor market. We also arrange visits to concerts, plays, 
dance performances, and film screenings, including the Berlinale film festival that 
takes place in February. Students enrolled in the German Cinema class get special 
accreditation for the Berlinale.  German students participate in most NYUB 
sponsored trips and co-curricular activities. 

 
Berlin is a magnet for expats and it surely will amaze you. I myself am a Wahl- 
Berlinerin (Berlinerin by choice) who had been coming to Berlin for research since 
1989 and decided to stay for good in 2004.  As an historian, I see Berlin as a place 
where the most pressing issues of our time are constantly debated.  One is exposed 
to discussions about remembering and atoning for crimes committed decades ago, 
and how to conceive of ethical, political and civic responsibility in the 21st century, 
when “universal” principles are differently defined in many parts of the global world. 
You can take part in debates on local and European integration policies and on 
rethinking citizenship in the heart of Europe, or in debates on the Euro rescue, on 
giving up nuclear energy in the EU, and on the recent migrant crisis. 

 
I look forward to meeting you in person and to accompanying you for a short time on 
your journey as responsible and curious cosmopolitans.  My team (saying hello in 
the attached photo) is there to support you as you are perfecting your leadership 
skills and learning to think and act globally. Together we can improve our 
understanding of the interconnectedness of systems and cultures so that we can 
play a more active role in creating a humane and sustainable world. Former students 
have described their time in Berlin as “absolutely invaluable,” “transformative,” and 
the best thing that happened in their life so far.



We are thrilled that you will be spending a semester in Berlin and are looking forward 
to welcoming you. 

 
Mit freundlichem Gruß, 

 

 
 
Dr. Gabriella Etmektsoglou, PhD 
Director, NYU Berlin 
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